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 Chairman of Arnside Parish Council, 
Dave Willacy, explained to the meeting 
that the Parish Council was not responsible 
for highways as this responsibility fell to 
Cumbria County Council (CCC). However, 
he assured residents that the purpose of the 
meeting was to enable open discussion, the 
outcome of which the Parish Council would 
convey to the County.

County Councillor Ian Stewart, who has 
responsibility on CCC for Road Safety, also 
attended the meeting.  Problems which were 
highlighted included parking, lack of traffic 
warning signs and road markings in some 
areas, lack of pavements on some stretches 
of roadway, problems crossing busy roads 
and speeding traffic.

By far the greatest concern of the 
majority of those attending the meeting 
was the increase in speeding traffic which 
resulted in the meeting taking a vote on a 
motion to support pressure on the relevant 
authorities for a reduction down to a blanket 
20mph within the village boundaries.

County Councillor Stewart answered a 
number of residents queries and concerns 
and assured the meeting that it was 
important that Arnside’s roads were made 

as safe as possible.
One of the 

problems with 
reduction of the 
speed limit stems 
from the fact that 
Arnside already 
has a 30mph limit 
and any variation 
of that limit has to 
go through central 
g o v e r n m e n t . 
Councillor Stewart 
explained that 
recent consultation papers issued by 
Westminster on the reduction of speed 
limits within rural and village communities 
by 2011 refered to A and B classified 
roads but not to C or unclassified roads. 
In Arnside’s case with the exception of the 
B5282 all roads are C or unclassified.

It was also pointed out that Arnside was 
the largest village in the South Lakeland 
District Council area that did not have 
an SLDC car park. Cllr. Stewart will be 
organising a survey of every voter in the 
village to ascertain the level of support for 
a 20mph speed restriction.

PUBLIC MEETING CALLS FOR 20MPH SPEED 

A call for a reduction in the 30mph speed limit within Arnside Village has been 
made by concerned residents at a recent public meeting. The meeting, called by 

Arnside Parish Council to discuss traffic problems in the village, was well attended 
and highlighted a number of areas of concern.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

from the Editor and Messenger Team
Thanks to all our contributors, distributors and sponsors 

for helping to make the Messenger possible.
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NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR

Arnside Parish Council 
has welcomed a new 

Parish Councillor. Mrs 
Janet Bolton has lived in 
Arnside, with husband Ken, 
for 12 years, having come 
to the area on retirement: 

“I was retiring from 
my soft furnishing and 
lighting business in the 
Ribble Valley,” explains 
Janet. “We already knew 
Arnside well because 
we had kept a caravan at 
Holgates for five years.”

Janet felt she wanted 
to become more involved 

in village  life, and she 
decided to apply to join 
the Parish Council:
“I am really enjoying 
learning everything and 
have just finished a short 
training programme 
which has helped me 
to  understand the role 
of a Parish Councillor.”

They both really enjoy 
living in Arnside and are 
members of Widening 
Horizons. Janet loves her 
garden, when the weather 
is good, and enjoys 
going away on holidays.

 Councillor Janet Bolton

against a specific and local Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA). The 
SEA has so far been taken to the stage 
of publishing a “Scoping” Report. This 
is now open for consultation and can be 
downloaded from the AONBs website 
at: www.arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk 

The recently held AONB Conference 
held at Beetham looked at the draft 
Scoping Report and held several “points 
of view” sessions looking at the key 
issues that the report had highlighted. The 
ideas put forward during the Conference 
are now being drawn together to inform 
the decisions about the content of the 
existing Management Plan and how 
it can be effectively updated. Further 
opportunities to help shape the review 
and the subsequent 2009-2014 AONB 
Management Plan will be advertised 
locally and of course on our website.
David Askew, AONB Officer

It may have escaped peoples’ attention 
but the AONB Partnership has been 

working hard to get the review of the AONB 
Management Plan up and running. The first 
AONB Management Plan was published in 
2004 and the Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000 calls for the review of the 
plan within a five-year period. The process 
started officially in July, with the letters 
of authority being received from the four 
local councils which share responsibilities 
for the AONB; Cumbria, Lancashire, 
Lancaster City and South Lakeland.

The AONB Executive Committee wrote 
to Natural England indicating they would 
undertake the review within the deadline 
imposed by the legislation and would 
work towards publishing a revised plan by 
March 2009. In order to carry out the review 
several pieces of work have been completed 
already. A new requirement placed on all 
Plans and Strategies is that they be assessed 

AONB MATTERS
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Contact the Editor, Sandy Felton by email at:  
arnsidemessenger@btinternet.com

01524 762573
Information about Arnside Parish Plan Trust

can be found on - www.arnside.co.uk
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