
Guides Fairtrade Fashion 
Show Success

The Guides’ Fairtrade fashion show held 
in June was a huge success. Assisted by 

the Guiders, the Guides put on a superbly 
organised show with clothes from the 
Fairtrade retailer Peopletree. 

The guides modelled a variety of pleasing 
designs for young people with their efforts 
raising  an excellent £147. 

The amount raised was divided between 
Arnside Fairtrade Steering Group and 
Guide funds.

Over eighty people attended the event 
and a presentation given by Rev. David 
Cooper, Chair of Arnside Fairtrade Steering 
Group. 

Business was also brisk on the Fairtrade 
food stall with £200 of goods being sold.

You will be able to buy Fairtrade goods 
on the Fairtrade stall at the village market 
on 6th September.

Plans for further events will be announced 
in the autumn.
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VILLAGE MARKETS
Don’t miss our markets - your chance to 
get local Cumbrian products, gifts and 
cards, delicious cakes and preserves.

Saturday 6th September
10am to 4pm

Christmas Market
Saturday 6th December

10am to 4pm

Arnside Guides on the catwalk

Greenwood Fair
Volunteers Needed

Environmental campaigner and 
broadcaster David Bellamy will be 

opening this year’s Greenwood Fair to 
be held on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th 
September at Holgates Caravan Park.

For the event to run smoothly, the 
organisers need the help of as many 
volunteers as posible. 

Do you know of anyone who could spare 
a couple of hours to help manage the car 
park or help generally on site? If so please 
contact Barbara at the AONB office on 
01524 761034.

Organisations associated with the 
countryside will be there as well as 
craftspeople in the woods and displays by 
several organisations including the AONB, 
RSPB and Lancaster Bee Keepers.

Keeping Arnside 
Green
Arnside has many lovely private 

gardens and so it is no surprise 
that it also has a thriving Horticultural 
Society. Formerly the Arnside Flower 
Show Association, it was founded in 
1934 and has gone from strength to 
strength, catering for the needs of local 
gardeners and vegetable enthusiasts.

Twice a year a Flower Show is held 
in the village marking further evidence 
of the quality of flowers and vegetables 
grown by villagers. During the winter 
months there are numerous talks on a 
wide range of topics –  from Gardening 
for wild life and The work of Thomas 
Mawson, Landscape Architect to 
Alpine planting and making hanging 
baskets.

There are visits during summer to 
outstanding gardens in the North West 
as well as coffee mornings and plant 
sales. 

Each year the Society organises 
a major lecture by a gardening 
personality in co-operation with 
Beetham Nurseries. This successful 
series has seen Chris Beardshaw, 
Matthew Biggs and Carol Klein 
give lectures. In February 2009 
Roy Lancaster will be added to the 
illustrious list.

Horticultural Societies help you get 
the most out of gardening whether or 
not you are an experienced gardener. 
New members are always welcome and 
further information can be obtained 
from Mrs Chris Lion on 761538.

Cups at the ready, another successful show. 
© A. Bashforth

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
NEEDED

Arnside Parish Plan Trust 
are looking for a new  
Secretary/Treasurer 

to help with their ongoing work 
in the village.
Can you help?

For details please contact 
Pete McSweeney, Chairman, 

on 761113.

KEEPING OUR VILLAGE TIDY
Please could representatives of 

organisations ensure that their notices are 
removed from the various posting points in 
the village when the event is over. 

Recently, it has been noticed that posters 
etc., have been left up which are long 
past their dates and have got rather tatty. 
Removing old notices also helps others find 
space for their new notices.

Thanks to the many groups who are 
conscientious about removing old posters.

From the Editor
We thank the Albion Community Fund for sponsoring 
this edition of the Messenger. 

Our next edition will come out, as usual, just 
before Christmas. 

If you would like to contribute to that edition please 
email us at: arnsidemessenger@btinternet.com

Thanks to our distributors who bring the Messenger 
to your door, their efforts are really appreciated.

Sandy Felton, Editor
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Preventing, Protecting, 
Responding: Arnside’s 
Retained Firefighters

Arnside is fortunate in having it’s 
own Fire Station and tender but 

what many people might not know is that 
Arnside’s firefighters are all ‘retained’.  
Retained firefighters are always on call to 
respond to an emergency. 

Arnside Station is part of Cumbria Fire & 
Rescue Service which contributes towards 
creating a safe and secure community 
within the county, striving not only to 
answer emergency calls but also to educate 
and help prevent fire and road related 
deaths and injuries. 

Each firefighter carries a bleeper and 
when that goes off they must respond 
immediately no matter what time of day 
or night it might be. Retained firefighters 
are common in rural areas and live within a 
few minutes of the fire station. 

Arnside has ten retained firefighters who 
meet every Monday night for training and 
to ensure the tender is checked and ready 
for a call-out. Temporary Watch Manager 
Keith Stephenson currently oversees 
the crew assisted by Temporary Watch 
Managers Clive Gott and Guy Crossman. 
The crew also has a female member, 
Firefighter Ciesla, who happened to have 
been a firefighter in Poland. 

Temporary Crew Manager Crossman, 
who has been a retained firefighter for 
the past thirteen years, explained that the 
station gets about 40 call-outs a year: “The 
tender goes out with up to six firefighters 
on board and you never know when you 
are going to get called out. Our tender is 
a water tender and is slightly smaller as 
we are in a rural area and need to get to 
difficult places. However,  the Fire Service 
now uses a variety of vehicles such as Land 

Rovers, multi-purpose vehicles and small 
vans.” 

Each crew member brings their own 
expertise and skills to the team, which they 
have gained in their own private lives.

The Fire and Rescue Service provides 
an ongoing service to householders with 
their free Home Fire Safety Checks. 

Local firefighters can help you design a 
‘fire plan’ and carry out a home safety check 
as well as fitting free smoke alarms. 

Another part of their service is Rescue 
and that can mean getting a cat out of a 
tree or assisting with an emergency in a 
road traffic accident. 

Retained firefighters are always needed 
and if you are interested in serving your 
local community and learning new skills 
why not have a chat with one of Arnside’s 
retained firefighters or email hr@
cumbriacc.gov.uk

To book an appointment for a Fire 
Safety Check and free smoke alarm phone 
0800 358 4777.

Arnside Parish Plan Trust
The review of Arnside’s Parish Plan is 
a joint initiative between Arnside Parish 
Council and Arnside Parish Plan Trust 
(APPT). Recently, questionnaires were 
sent out to households in Arnside to elicit 
views on a range of subjects relative to 
the community.
 A total of 277 questionnaires have now 
been  returned and are in the process 
of being analysed. Results from the 
questionnaires are expected to be 
available by October.

If you feel you could help your 
village why not join Arnside Parish Plan 
Trust. There are a number of working 
parties covering several aspects of the 
community needing volunteers

Please contact the Chair Pete 
McSweeney on 761113.

Sea front car park
Residents in Arnside may be aware that 
the area used as a sea front car park, near 
the railway line,  is owned by the Parish 
Council. Many villagers question why 
this area cannot be turned into a formal 
paved car park to help ease problems of 
parking in the village. 

The reason is that Arnside is in an area 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and 
as such, development of this area is  not 
possible and is unlikely to  be allowed by 
bodies such as Natural England.   There 
is also an additional problem in that the 
area floods at high tides making it doubly 
unsuitable for permanent parking. 
Because we live in such a special area it 
means that there are certain  things we 
just cannot do and that is one of them. 

This edition of the Messenger has been sponsored by the Albion 
Community Fund. Our thanks to them for their continued support.

Rescue Boat
The Rib rescue boat operated from Arnside 

by the Maritime Coastguard Agency is at 
present not operational due to technical reasons. 
The Morecambe boat would be called out in 
an Emergency. 

We hope that it will be put back in service 
as soon as possible but until it is residents 
need to be aware that there is currently no 
rescue boat based in Arnside.
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Playground total starts to rise
The Playground Working 
Group are continuing their 
efforts to raise the necessary 
funds to improve and 
renovate the children’s play 
facilities on the playing field. 
Representatives of the Parish 
Council, The Parish Plan 
Trust, parents and residents, 
are all working hard to raise 
around £56,000 to buy and 
install new equipment. 

The Working Group are 
making applications to secure 
grants from charitable trusts 
as well as raise money locally. 
Fund raising events are also 
being held. Currently, the total 
raised is £11,787.69. Keep an 
eye on our thermometer on 
the ‘prom’ to watch progress.

If you feel you could help 
to raise funds, perhaps run an event or feel you 
would like to contribute please telephone the 
Working Group Chair Cllr. Mrs R.Dutfield. 
(01524) 762573.

Make a note of our next fund-raising event 
which will be a Ceilidh to be held at the WI on 
Friday 17th October 2008.


